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Document no. Scope: This instruction applies to the safe general use of Abrasive blasting. Used to clean 
surfaces such as steel, brick, cement and concrete. The purpose of blasting is to remove substances 
such as rust, scale, paint and graffiti from a surface.    

Review date References :  AS 4024.1 Safety Of Machinery; AS 1627.4 Metal Finishing Abrasive Blasting of 
Steel  

Responsible 
supervisor  
 

PPE and precautions Competencies or 
qualifications 

Licences or permits 
required 

Insert name in 
BLOCK letters 

Do not wear anything loose that could 
catch in the moving parts such as 
sleeve cuffs, cuffed pants, scarves, 
loose long hair, rings or jewellery or 
gloves. Don’t smoke  
 
Wear all required PPE such as 
 Safety glasses  
 High top boots with protective toes 

and non-slip soles 
 Close fitting/ protective clothing  
 Respiratory protection 
 Leather gloves   

 

Only operators who have 
been authorised as properly 
trained and competent are 
allowed to operate 
machines.   

 

Safety glasses must be worn 
at all times in addition to 
welding mask. 

Long and loose hair must be 
contained. 

Appropriate footwear with 
substantial uppers must be 
worn. 

Close fitting/protective clothing 
to cover arms and legs must be 
worn. 

Respiratory protection devices 
may be required for some 
operations. 

Oil free leather gloves and 
spats must be worn when 
welding. 

Rings and jewellery must not 
be worn.  

 

 
     Warning 

Prior to the commencement of any work activity it is identified that the suggested risk control measures 
are not suitable or less than adequate and that major changes are required, a risk assessment is to be 
conducted and new controls nominated and implemented as per the risk management procedure.  

Operation Set-up    Ensure that the machine is in proper working order. Failure to do so can increase risks of injury 
 Make sure that the compressor is located upwind from the blasting area. Start the compressor 

and bring it up to operating pressure and temperature before beginning the blast cleaning 
operation. 

 Open the bleed-off and choke valves (handles in parallel position with piping). 
 Close the air inlet valve at the abrasive valve.  
 Connect the compressed air line to the air inlet valve 
 Connect the blast hose quick connect coupling to the machine quick coupling. Check condition 

and proper placing of the rubber coupling gaskets 
 Fill the concave head of the machine with abrasive. The abrasive will pass the filling port into 

the machine 
 Ensure all PPE are used.  
 Be familiar with all the controls of the machine, and know the exact places of the on and off 

switches. 
 

Safe Operational 
Use  

 Put pressure to the air line of the blast machine 
 Adjust the pressure settings to a contact level and high enough to achieve a smooth finish.  
 Open all valves, except the nozzle valve. 
 Slowly open the nozzle valve when aiming at the material’s surface in preparation for blasting. 
 Adjust the abrasive valve for proper air/abrasive mixture. General rule: use as little abrasive as 

 

 


